A8 HEH BBT (@(ead HU1Y



TN 5eO5E BB (FHT AT S

27 UR 241~ (e fo=r erfeea S

NS
JE BEIoq b1 (FH
seraiforer
& AL foren oifqam
o4 N (STl 2RI
JEI TS
(FOITH o7 fF eTiEioe g 3ot

I Betfeba 6o (%
JoE, & 7L EERE TS, IGTF- 109500




I Befob@ 561 (FTHA Y254

BIUfoE-7 o sreat

ATHF

oo

00

00

00

ey Wi
AT
JE HEoE b6 (FH

IO EEDIR]
SR GLHIAT

8 QI 2018

‘91T, anfere Aferes=
JE

CT3- HL8AULHORA [ IHOOIR058

“T91.1C. alifzre AfeTC=’
L

CT3- HL8AULHORA [ IHOOIR058

TN 5eNO5E BB (I FIAT 2




T BT BT (P YT

B i

Beiitba
Mg — AtRes — 1o
S BNEGHAF
(& I HGACH
JOGBIG S B




JI7 BeIToT 5] (LT YA 8

27 TR 2R (qrsd o= vmfeea Tes

— WO O\

ToAmBEet ¢ @l s{ref PR IS, (e TS, o I

SISAT], S5, (ST S, 24

&A™ AT, (A1, I (oTeTe!
Tetolfe g =R (ERI, TS, o 9551w et sifqam, s 7w
IfFRATSAT ¢ T @CACHIE W, AS#ifS, 45 5Altba b6! (FH

weelfs ¢ AN, e-vTeifielfs, s 3 e vifam, S 7w
T. S (AN, SR Tol#/fs, I8 be1toq 561 (F=

A g Qv v, i, I beilthd b6l (T

(G g G GLBIPNGIR, (R, I bailthd b1 (%

FAFAIWT ¢ Gl ST NG, ©. TSI g, Sl 18, S FIF, Bl Avifs
SEFS!, T, I A, ©. I (7, ST T, Gl I, ALY A, AGT

(A, CMAIER BB, ST A, TSI ST, ol 4, R e,
ST HIIGIG, AT 2117 |




TN 5elv5d BB (FHT JIAT @

27 IR 2R (qrsi o= emfeea Ten=

08-09 TR 2038

FFS (eI

ST 5!

TRl
8 QI 2038, JTIeI, 7Rl v.vo

TraiyE
& LT WA
i3 o #ifzorer

Tralde Gathg
BEbE @’

~— ZWIOKIEIOTENS

o Cream of theCrop

> ffes, oo, ©iFre, 208

e Fm
s 3o G, AeTm=, 2083

NI 2

SR TeTe - STfRegaT 2T Mg
s 20 TG, FeTTm, 088

soo TG, M7, 2033

Commitment Phobia
#ifaies- HelenaHuefnagel
v G, Tisfifa, 203

GEIERl
ARBIeF- SIS wiR
1¢ NG, ©iFs, 2083




TN BT b (P YT

el

~— NN N

RAMBLING THOUGHTS.... © Mrind Sen 0%
CATCBSIReT D YelleT (T s
ST AP - JelleT G “oRean D el w6l 30
A (AT A DAl o W
I HATHE 561 (FH 'S HATHY TAT—
[SRRGISERIEINIESS) D e SR ©8
I HeIltbd 56T (Fiwd oM @ q%q D ey W o
REST IF ST GF He1thq TSI : so
emf*fe 2fqd TR
25th
PBardhaman

SN

Festival




TN 5elo5E BB (FHT AT

A rd PRl

~— WO OTENS

GTT (VT 2¢O IHA TG 6P 5T T FIIA T2 STy
P IS ST 57091 037 S75CeTT G0 [P FIIF 60 (AP A7
4% T TR F AT 77 1 8-9 GIFA 2038 GF G 5T TN
A-1RC afF beifosq 2o 203 |

GO Al ZeT YN (AT | JHGI2E (AIGAFCAT (&S s00 Y
G (5T | Gl AP VO] CAGIB-YF JNT (aq G0 (o7 ==
2e7 BIANBCT | G=RICT, S JoNeT e [+103 (T (7 93¢ JNT (T SIS
S GG (ETS BN 29T | 2PTEe Grasy, SiAiGHlel Sd »il 2 terdll [
AIISIRICET RIFNCET [[RIST T 2P 231" |

TSI beItod BB (PCHFS 90 'Y I3 29T | NFHCeTT GG [ FIAH
AT G FGT IG I 3 | I GFIT AL 6 Gl RG] abY
TET 247 71 | AT JTET CRPANT AIOCHT V-5 AN, AfRAG7 27
7T (1) T R (@t ef STy (Mo HAFIeE, (oeATeT
e~ 977 SO A G T BIIFe] PCHS (I G0 (RIG XZCIF TG
GG [ (HC3 ST Ao, ZCeT PR (] (OII€ SN SN |

I G2 551 (PHCF 603 (FCAITRA 2 B3 A OF 730771 2 [qearsiarerat 2

I ©IT O (7R, 2% Ol G G (IR 2 - BB (X BN AT
A | SN FOG | G S AN e 5eivsd GRAT | (FYA FHAFAC |
SFFCETF 9% e FIRCE 0T Y|




FI7 BT BT (T I b

(5539-305t)




TN 5elosd BB (FHT FIAT >

RAMBLING THOUGHTS....

Let me tell you a
truth about myself.
Knowing the man as |
am, | am pretty certain|
amsomewhat of amifit
in adistinguished assembly such asthis
here. | makeaclean confessionthat | am
no academic, | am no researcher in a
strictly academic sense, no scholar, and
frankly spesking, | havenoflairfor archiva
probe. To make ablatant statement about
my ownsdf, dl mylifetill thisvery moment
| havelivedintheinstant present. Coming
to my frequent encounters with the past—
distant and not so distant, and even when
| havevisited themuseumsand have been
to the sites of historical relics, my
spontaneous reactions have aways been
not to look at them asmuseum piecesbut
as contemporary phenomena.

Inthiscontext, to makeabeginning, |
am tempted to narrate an incident, but |
amnot quitesureif it will makeany sense
toyou.

Not long ago that wasin aweek-long
programmein Rome, ShabanaAzmi, the
actor and I, we, took aday off and went
tothemonumental centreof ancient Rome.
Walking through the imperia ruinswe
came to the Great Square of the
stupendous col osseum. Asyou know very

Mrinal Sen

well, thiswasoriginally apart of thevilla
of the emperor Nero-the most
controversial among the worst Roman
emperors. With bits of history on our
back-Shabana’s and mine, we stood
before the Great Square. None of us
spokeaword for afew moments. Wejust
could not. Moments passed and it was
Shabana who broke the silence.
“Fantastic!”, she said in whisper, almost
tohersdf. Thisimmediately reminded me
of a short sequence of my film ‘Bhuvan
Shome’ when, watching a dilapidated
summer resort of alocal Rgjaraisingits
truncated head at thetop of animposing
flight of stairson theseabeach, Utpa Duit,
my actor, said the sameword, same way,
almost to himself. Here, standing before
the historic Square, Shabanasaidit and
lost no timeto pull out anote-book from
her wallet and rushed to the nearest tabl et
to scribblequick notes. | saw her moving
from onetabl et to another and from one
board to another, taking brisk notesfrom
thewriting ontabletsand boardsdisplayed
at variouspoints. Asshewasdoing so, and
got lost behind the huge pillars, | kept
looking at the sprawling ruins—all opulent
details, craggy shapesall around, broken
walls, decayed arches-all threatening
immediate collgpse.
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Likeachild callecting shellsonthesea
beach, even braving waves, Shabanawas
running about-up and down-collecting
history. I did nothing of the sort—just kept
walking and looking around enjoying the
lovely scene.

On our way back to the car walking
through theruins, Shabanaasked mewhere
did | disappear ? Listening to themusic of
Nero’s fiddle?

“I heard the sound of helicopters”, I
sad.

“one trailing behind the other”, said
Shabana, “swooping low over the ruins.”

I said, “Itisa pity there was no hanging
Christ for dumping at the Vatican.”

“And no Mercello, no paparazzo”,
Shabanaadded.

Welooked at each other and wewere
happy that with no effort wewalked into
the world of ‘La Dolce Vita’.

“What a lovely contrast!”, she said.

Obvioudy, Shabanameant the present-
the helicopters-against Rome’s 2000-year-
old past.

“What a coincidence!”, I quipped.
“Coincidence, you say?” She asked.
“Yes, it proves my point.”

“Proves what?”

“Proves that the ruins and the
helicopters are one and indivisible-a
contemporary phenomenon.”
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Whether Shabanaagreed withmeor
not was not important here. Thefact was
that weloved thedia ogueweimprovised,
paying tribute to Fellini and ‘La Dolce
Vita.’

Assuming that the dialogue we
improvised did neither prove apoint nor
didit makeany sense, herel recal another
time, another incident, apparently of no
consequence. Apparently of no
conseguence, but deep within me, it was
something that caught me unawaresand
suddenly opened the door between the
past and the present.

It happened alongtimeago. It wasa
simple incident, but not so ssmple to
explain. (About simple facts of life
Rabindranath Tagore once said in a
couplet: Sahg KathaLikhteAma Kahge/
Sahg) KathaLekhaJai Na Sahaje.

Again, once, writing on the art of
Nandalal Bose, Tagore said: It isnot a
meatter tobeargued, itisamatter of feding
whichiswhy itisnot that Smpletowritein
asimple manner.

Eventhenlet metry.

It happened at Sarnath-that great
Buddhist centrenear Varanasi wherethe
Buddha having attained the Enlightenment,
delivered hisfirst sermon and turned the
Wheel of Law. That wasmy first visitto
Sarnah. That wasaday in January, in 1952,
And that was before | cameto cinema
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At the historic site | was all aone,
pacing up and down, and watching the
Columns and the all-time-famous Lion
Capita. Aided by aguide, | then made my
way downthesteps whichledtotherooms
arrayedinaline. Thoseweretherooms, |
was told, where the Buddhist monks-
chosen few, were housed. Walking down
the alley I-then a Medical Representative
of alesser known medical firm-stood
beforeadoor, asmall door, just theframe,
withsmall opening.

“Can I go inside”? | asked the guide.

“Yes, of course”, he said and made way
forme.

| wastaller than the door and so | bent
down to walk in. And that was precisely
the moment when | was suddenly caught
unawares by some mysteriousforcel do
not know what. Themoment | bent down,
themagicworked: | turnedamonk. Believe
me, | turned a monk—just for a moment.
Walkingin, as1stood straight, | returned
to my own a — self dawaiwalla who could
make sometimefreebetween twovisitsto
doctor’s clinics and just came here.

It was amazing, it was aritua that |
performed, aritual that | enacted, avery
simpleritual, that of bending down, with
absolutely noreligiouscompulsion and the
magi c worked. Just bending down which
themonksat thetime of the Buddha used
to doasmany timesasthey required during
theday. Andthat wasthat. | didit and that
wasaday in January, 1952. | didit, | re-
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created it-a kind of re-enactment, and
instantly amysteriousdoor opened before
me—the door between the distant past and
the instant present. And, without my
knowing it, | attained—should I say-the
enlightenment!

Andthisisprecisaly what | have been
trying to say—to connect the past with the
present—through two of my seemingly
inconsequential anecdotes—to connect the
past with the present and, in the process,
to grow wiser and, through wisdom, get
understanding.

“To Connect”—that is the thing.

Here, inthisconnection, | ask you to
bear with me as | pull out afew leaves
from my diary and tell you stories that
meant alot to me.

It wasin 1965. It wasin Dhauli, near
Bhubaneswar, the capital of Kalinga,
wherethe Emperor Asokafought abattle,
the sanguinary battle, and thelast battle
before heturned adevout Buddhist.

| went to Dhauli on a very specific
mission. | wasassigned by the Government
of Indiato make afilm on 5000 years of
Indian history with an emphasis on the
officially approved concept of Unity in
Diversity, of continuing synthesisrunning
through ages. To build thefilm | decided
to go places, al over the country, and
captureall that | felt | could use museum
exhibits, bitsfromlotsof historical relics,
historical documentsand all. Dhauli was

very muchinmy programme.
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It was al quiet in Dhauli when was
arrived—my crew and I. In 1965 it was
almost barren—with just one temple
somewhereintheste. Itwasall undulations
with catlegrazing andtheriver Dayaflowing
slently. Inthemiddleof thesite, onalittle
mound, stood the historic figure of awhite
elephant- the Buddha motif, and one of
emperor Asoka’s edicts, inscribed on a
rock. That waspossibly thethirteenth edict.

Thisparticular edict, asyou know, is
one of Asoka’s most important of all his
edicts erected on rocks and pillars in
different partsof hispan-Indian empired|
under the Emperor’s direct supervision.
This, likedl others, isto evidencethegreat
metamorphosis which the al-powerful
emperor went throughimmediady after the
cruel war of Kalinga. Thetext, asin other
inscriptions, wasakind of atonement for
what theemperor considered hismisdeeds
and was also his pledge. “I, Priyadarshi,
Beloved of the Gods........... ” that is how
thetext begins, and what followsisaclam
that the king looks upon his “subjects” as
hisdear children, and that hewhowill do
any offence to his “children”—officer or
whoever he may be—will be punished.
Theseand moreof such sweet and assuring
words form the text—all messages aimed at
restoring peace among his “subjects” and
to ensure, in the emperor’s own words,
“that people may act according to it and
that it may endure for a long time”. And the
Emperor continues, “And one who will act
thus will do what is meritorious.”
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| sat beforetheholy rock and tried to
find a vantage position for the movie
camera. The blazing sun and the sultry
weather made us feel extremely
uncomfortable. Therewasno vegetation
around, notreeto offer usany shade.

Suddenly my eyes caught awoman,
very old, skin parched, seized with
infirmity-sitting a few yards apart. What
business she could havethereat such an
awkward placeand at such avkward time
other than keeping an eye on the cattle
grazingbeyond!

| looked at her and smiled. Instantly
shesmiled back. It wasso contagious. And
the chemistry worked.

| do not remember how it worked but
it did work : the door opened- the door
between the past and the present-and
mysterioudy did | go back tothe past, more
than 200 years beforethe birth of Christ.
Thus, turninginto anancient, | looked into
awomanwho lived in Asoka’s time. It was
strangebut, true, | wasirresistibly drawn
into this strange world of Asoka, the
emperor. Thewoman, now transformed,
looked oppressed, wronged and
humiliated. It was shewho livedto seea
monstrous war—a war that left her drained
off al hopesfor survival. All that shewas
left withweretheruinsal around and blood
flowing downtheriver Daya. Then, again,
travellingavery longway andleaving the
past far behindit was she, the samewoman

keeping an eyeonthecattleand sitting a1
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the foot of history—the edict number thirteen—
theedict that carried not aword which might
haveacted asakind of constant provocation
to those in Kalinga—those who survived the
horrors of the monstrous war. There was
absolutely no reference to the battle of
Kalinga in the edict number thirteen.
Strange, Strangeindeed!

| returned to my own world. | came
back to my own self-one who had been
assigned theproduction of alongfilmwhich
must carry a glowing sequence on Asoka’s
conversionto Buddhism.

And, there, afew yards away, sat the
oldwoman, lookinginto me, withthe holy
rock and thewhite e ephant standing solidly
behind. Significantly, asyouvery wel know,
quiteanumber of textselsewhereon rocks
and pillars have described the “deplorable”
factsof daughter, death and deportation of
thousands of people during the battle of
kalinga, but, as| said before, therewasno
suchmentioninthetext at Dhauli, the place
of occurrence. | redlised that itwasastudied
omission, avery ddliberateomisson, onthe
part of the Power—the Power that would
eventualy rulethe peopleand theland.

But that is not the whole of my story.
After completingmyfilminga Dhauli | came
back to Calcuttaand got immediately busy
with the “building” of British rule in India.
Oneday my crew and | wenttotheVictoria
Memoria Hall which, asyou know. houses
alargevariety of relevant documentsand
exhibits.
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We walked into the spacious central
hal which, earlier, | visted somany times.
To my shock and surprise, | amost re-
discovered the historic proclamation of
Queen Victoriaoccupying alargeareain
the Centra Hall. It wasthe proclamation
madeayear after theinhuman massacrein
1857-when Victoria, “the Queen of
England and the Empress of India” took
over the governance of this vast
subcontinent. | read the lines and read
between the lines and | was convinced
that, in spirit and in content, the Queen’s
proclamation wasnot very different from
that of the Emperor Asoka.

I now, was loaded with two texts—two
imperial proclamations—one made in the
name of the Buddha, morethan 200 years
beforethebirth of Christ, another madein
thenameof Chrigt, morethantwo thousand
years later—one on rocks and pillars at
variousgtrategic pointsthroughout thevast
empire stretching up to Afghanistan and,
in the south, down to Madras—and another
which required no such device—no rocks,
on pillars, becauselocomotives cameto
Indiaoneyear beforetheannexation. After
all, and for obvious reason, with the
availability of locomotives the
communi cation machinery wasfar more
advanced inthemid-nineteenth century than
inthedays of the Emperor Asokaand his
SUCCESSOIS.

And, believe me, to arrive at these

wild, non-academic conclusions, or, using
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another expression, to arrive at such
confrontational conclusionscorrectingthe
previousones, | did not haveto make any
conscious effort. The door opened
mysteriously and what followed was an
unceasi ng did oguewithin me between my
owntimeand thetime of thosewho lived
long, long years ago—between the past and
the present. All that | did well within my
knowledge was to invest the past with
contemporary sengbility.

“To connect”, as | said earlier, is the
thing. | borrowed it fromtheEnglishwriter
Forster who saiditlongtimeago. Thegresat
Russian scholar and filmmaker Eisenstein
described afascinating process-trangition
from Physical Perception to Intellectual
Perception. Toillustratehispoint Eisengein
guoted exhaustively from Tolstoy,
Maupassant, Elliot,—from other arts too, and
even drew examples form everyday
experienceyou and | passthrough.

(a—Clock and its two arms, b—Tolstoy’s
Anna Karenina, C-Maupassant’s Bel Ami
serveaswonderful examples).

Most importantly, Tagore said it
beautifully, inhisinimitablestyle inhisJban
Smriti hisautobiographical memoairs. It was
agtrange sensation, strange experiencethat
he described. One day, very early in the
morning—and that was when he was very
young—he was watching the sunrise from
thebal cony of their Sudder Street housein
Calcutta. Ashewaswatching the sunrise,
suddenly and mysteriously strangethings
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beganto unfold before hiseyes. Inhisown
words “All these days since my childhood
| got used to watching thingsthrough my
Chaitanya.”

My bagisstill stuffed with anecdotes.
I just my pick—just one—one which relates
to the question of “connection”. I seek your
indulgence.

Aneminent intellectual, for whom |
have got profoundest respect for his
erudition, organised someofficid fundto
gotothe most backward areain the State
of West Bengal and spend on the
recregtiona programmefor them. Oncehe
put up screenings of a few films for them—
theunlettered among thetribals. Severa
excerpts from films like Eisenstein’s
Battleship Potemkin and Que Viva
Maxico, Satyajit Ray’s Pather Panchali
and Cluzot’s film on Picasso were
organised and shown.

The screenings according to the
presenter, were a big success. True, the
tribalsdid not havethe benefit of thewords
spokeninthefilmsof Ray and Cluzot, nor
did they haveany knowledgeof theuprisng
of theRussiansin 1905 and of Mexican
history. Yet, sothe presenter claimed, they
understood the films. He watched them
intimately as they saw the films, “wide-
eyed, open-mouthed”. And, as they came
out after the screenings, he could clearly
see “the reverence of a new experience
on their faces.”
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The point that was made by the
presenter wasmoreor lessthefollowing.

The tribals were unlettered, raw,
apparently without theleast discipline. But
they didfollow thefilms, could grasp the
messages captured inthefilms, could, in
fact, “connect”. And isn’t it what Forster
said about the understanding of art-to
“connect”? To connect is the thing, it is what
awriter expects his reader to do. While
watching the Odessa Step sequence in
‘Battleship Potemkin’, the tribals could
immediately “connect” the same with the
battlewhich their forefathers had fought
againg theBritishand theIndian landlords
andtraders. Andthevery sght of theMayan
rituals in Eisenstein’s ‘Que Viva Mexico’-
mask dance and all-made them remember
their own rituals that relate to birth and
death. Similarly, for reasons of their own,
‘Pather Panchali’ could easily touch their
souls. The magic therefore, that worked
wastheir ability to connect.

Tome, all this is over—simplification. |
admit the tribals saw the film “wide-eyed
and open-mouthed”. I shall never contest
hisobservation whenthe presenter said that
he could see “the reverence of a new
experience” on the faces of the unlettered
tribals. But what were all these dueto? |
amfirmly convinced tha theviewersinthat
triba belt, inthat particular Stuation, were
awed by the ‘wonder’ that was cinema-
multitudes of picturesappearing in quick
succession and eclipsing soon after, apair
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of eyes covering the whole screen, an
angry crowd growing enormousandina
moment reducingitself toasmall dot and
a host of “marvels™ as revealed through
technologica performancecalled cinema.
And, then, in Picasso therewere colours
and shapes and forms presenting alarge
variety of illusonsfor theuninitiated. All
thesewere, indeed, great wondersnot for
the habitua viewersbut, for sure, for those
tribalswho had no opportunity towatch a
filmbefore.

Here, | am tempted to recall afunny
incident which Robert Flaherty, that great
documentary filmmaker, described so
beautifully andvividly.

Once, that was many years ago,
Flaherty accompanied an Expeditionteam
totheArcticregion. There hemade contact
withthehead of agroup of Eskimos, named
Nanook. Hethen shot alargelength of film
with Nanook and hispeopleashissubject,
and came back with the whole lot of
exposed material. Having edited thefilm
and he called it “Nanook of the North’,
onceagain Haherty accompanied thesame
team to the Arctic—this time, with his edited
film and a16-mm projector. A show was
organised by Flaherty for Nanook and his
people. For them that was their first-and
perhaps, the last-exposure to a film show—
not just watchingthefilm but asowatching
themsalves. That wasan experiencewhich
Flaherty could never forget. Nanook and

his peoplekept watching thevisual son the
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screen and, as often asthey could, looked
back to watch the projector. Suddenly
came the sequence of the seal-hunting on
the screen. Watching the sequence, there
came a moment when Nanook and his
people could no more remain just
gpectators. They grew restless, they became
tense. And themoment the screen-sedl, in
adesperate bid to escape, rushed towards
the camera, the Eskimos squatting on the
floor of theimprovised theatrelost not a
second to jump on the screen to catchiit.
What followed wasabig laugh, both from
Flaherty and the viewerswho, just at that
very moment, grew wise.

Now, to conclude, Nanook’s kind of
““connection” that | have just described is
not really you look for. Nor do|l. Itisall
gross, crude, just physical-and nothing
more. And granting thefact that thetribals
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ins de the make-shift theatrewatched the
films “wide- eyed and open-mouthed” with
the “reverence of a new experience on their
faces”, strongly feel that the scene is just
watchable, and thematter endsthere. The
point, as | see it, is to go beyond the
physica confinesand, then, chasethetruth.
It is aprocess, ajourney brief or long,
simple or complex. This needs to be
acquired. Itisaquaity of mind that needs
to becultivated.

To say it in the simplest possible
manner—and | warn you not to read it too
literdlly, hereiswhat Eisenstein prescribed.
It is reading the time that is obligatory
(Intellectua Perception), not just watching
the two arms of aclock at an undefined
angle (Physica Perception).

Inother words, itisthedidectica legp
that iswhat isour concern.

O TRz (R JaeT (7T -
RIANBT [AF 350, 2000

“l am twenty. For the last one thousand years | have been living this
age of twenty. For thelast onethousand years| have been passing through
terrible times | have walked through poverty, squalor and death. For
thelast onethousand years| have been breathing despair and frustration.

And now, as | stand before you, | see oursis the history of unceasing
poverty running through one thousand years and more.” Mrinal Sen
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